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A Review of Dr. Brownsow's Lecture on the

“Popular Objections” to the Roman Catholic

Church, delivered in Louisville, Ky., February
-8rd, 1858

.Mg. Eprror: Having in our first number clear-

ed the rubbish and weeds from before the door

" of the Roman Catholic Church—“The Church!”

we bave a better stand point now, with Orestes
for our Cicerone, to have pointed out to us the

formidable objections to it, which he labors so
~ strenously to remove. It was a Herculian task,

that lecture; and right boldly did he apply him-

| self to his work, which proved in the end to be,

as you will see, a total failure.

Having consumed a portion of his time in an-
swering the article, to which we have already re-
ferred, he commenced his answer to the “popular
objections ” to his Church, by arranging them

" under the foar following ‘heads :

1st. That it degrades and ‘debases human
nature. ‘ '
-2d; Tt fosters superstition. ... -
3d. It destroys. individaality. ~
4th, It is fatal to civilization. ,
“ In the consideration of awy subject,” hé said,
it is nccessary that the words or terms used,
whether in a literal or technical sense, shounld be
well understood.” Very well. ‘In the first ob-
jection named the words ‘degrade’ and ‘debase’
So they are. “It has
been urged that Catholicity ” (just sce how sub-
tilely he slips in the word “ Catholicity ¥ with his
own signification attached to it, and applying it
incorrectly; when, there is no such urging as he
would indace one to believe, that is, that Catko-
licity *‘ tends to degrade human nature.” He
uses the term Catholicity in the sense that it is
the same religion which eminates from the Ro-

- man Church of the present day, that *tends to

degrade: human nature,” which, however, as we.
have seen, and as wiil be still farther shown, has
no substantial claims to being the religion of
primitive periods, as it is neither Apostolic nor
Catholic; but, according Genebrand, was *for
nearly one hundred and fifty years, from John
VIII to Leo IX, about fifty Popes desisted
wholly the virtues of their “predcessors, being
Apostate rather than Apostolical.” Have they
been any better in these modern times? The
Doctor goes on then to define : * By degrade, is
understood to make or reduce to a lower grade,
to deprive of some part; to degrade human na-
ture would be suppress or take away from human
beings some of their faculties or powe?s._ The
term ‘“debase” meaus to make less pure, and
when considered as applied to human nature, it
means the corruption of the mental and moral
powors.” Now, sir, as exemplifying his own
definitions, let us see how far his Church is amena-
ble to the popular charges. It isa conceded thing
that there is no institution in the world that
knows better than this far-seeing, far-reaching
Church, that ““ knowledge is power.” Wherever
the struggle has occurred between light and dark-
ness. She bas wniformly, for ages past, arrayed
herself upon the side of the latter power. Light
loves the trath, as the
o Leading‘star in virtue’s train,”

whilst darkness courts imposture, imbecility, and
error. That “ignorance is the mother of devo-
tion,” Las been one of her aphorism, while, to the
minds of the masses, may have something plausi-
ble and inviting in it, but to those who would
come near unto Christ with the desire to be his
true ministers, must ever be objectionable and
repulsive.

Let us examine some of the manifold workings
of the Roman system. Look for instanae at the
deplorable effects of the * greater excommunica-
tion ” upon the minds of the poor illiterate Irish.
No one dare encounter the frowns and denuncia-
tions of the priest, by reudering the lcast assis-
tance to the unfortuuate wretch who should in-
voke upon himself the awful curses of these meek
and loving ministers of Holy Mother Church.
Let a child Le sent to an industrial school, or a
poor man be found with bis Irish Bible in hand,
and see with what frightful imprecations the
Church will resound, if it do not re-echo with the
twang of the horse-whip or cudgel. And what
is all this for? Merely from the hatred of the
very book which they have recourse to to prove
that Peter is the * Rock of Salvation;” to prove
the miracle of transubstantiation; the sweets of
a *“good confession;” the joy of absolution, and
the many other absurd and ridiculous doctrines
which have been concocted in the Romish labor-
atory, by the ‘‘ Mother of harlots.” And why
this hatred ? DBecause that book, say they, “is
obscure aud calenlated to mislead the people,”
whom they would, nevertheless, satiate with the
jargon of the Breviary, or with the fantasy of the
Lives of the Saints.

In a speech before the Irish General Assembly,
in 1847, it was stated that an Irish curate had
¢ declared from the altar that Mr. Branighan
was not a human being, bat *one of ihe fallen
angels,” who had assumcd the appearance of a
man, and threatened that uuless the people re-
moved their children from the mission schools he
would turn one half of them * into hares and the
other into hounds, and then amuse the country
gentlemen with a first-rate hunt” And it is
said that so intense were the fears of the poor
ignorant people, lest this new®ort of “ transub-
stantiation” should actnally occur, that they
were only pacified and induced to continue their
children at the schools by Mr. B.’s promising.that
if the “priest turned them iuto hares and hounds,
he would restore them to the human form.” Not
content with keeping the people poor and ignor-
ant, the priest would threaten them with a mira-
cle, which would degrade—* make or reduce,™

Is not this case a fit illustration of the defini-
tion which the learned Doctor gives of the words
‘“dcgrade and debase?” It may be answered
that the priest was not serious, or that he may
staud alone, as beiog inhuman, on the Irish cal-
andar. But these ignorant people are brought
up in the firm belief of the miraculous power of
the priest. We have only to remind you of the
efforts of Bishop Kenrick to instil into the minds
of our people (by a book written on the subject)
the belief as to the aerial migrations of the Holy
House of Loretto; or, that France has its Rose
Tamisien, and Italy its winking Virgin and the
blood of St. Januarius, to convince you that the
priests of *old Ireland” would not be distanced
in a steeple chase after some stupenduous miracle
which would immortalize the professor or con-
triver.  'We might go on citing many other in-
stances in excmplification of the definitions of the
learned Doctor, but those adduced are quite suf-
ficient to show you to what prostration the priest
must have reduced the people’s minds, before they
could believe and tolerate such shameful and
abominable imposture. Bat, just in proportion

o5t Peseys Rome has provailed. in this unfortunate coug: |

try, so has ignorance, superstition and folly per-
vaded and darkened every parish and county.
Let us now exemplify the definition of “debase,”
which has been so kindly furnished, as in the
language of the lecturer, * words or terms used,
whether in a literal or techrical sense, should be
well defined and understood.” Illustration, now,
will assist materially in the perfect understanding
of the word * debase.”

That the Roman Catholic Church corrupts the
conscience of her votaries, is matter of too much
‘notoriety to detain us long in the proof. In her
doctrine of wvental sins, in the many facilities fur-
nished by the confessional, whereby the trans-
‘gressor may expiate his sins; in the readiness of
indulgencies, wherein he may comamit the most
atrocious crimes, are matters that have brought
on an indellible stain upon the history of the
“Mother of Charches.” According to the declara-
tion or decision of Pope Sixtus, simony, real or
complete, is punished with excommunication, sus-
pension, and interdict; and yet, behold by what
a monster-like link of simony the priests and pre-
lates of the infallible Church hold, and conspire
to uphold themselves, in the face of this “declara-
tion,” affecting the vows of poverty, not only in
competency, but in affluence; and this, by selling
the gifts of the Holy Ghost to all who either
voluntarily or are compelled to purchase such
gifts. For what is the money exacted for masses,
christenings, marriages, deaths, burials, dispensa-
tions and indulgencies, but so many charges on
their votaries for those spiritual gifts of which
our Redeemer speaks, when he says: “ Freely ye
have received, freely give.”

The moment you enter the threshold of any
Roman Catholic chapel in Ireland or in England,
you are met by a man who makes you pay before
you go in just as you would have to pay to go
into a theatre, or you would be deprived of the
pleasure of seeing the sacred performance. Now
what is simony? Definitions we are reminded
are all important to the correct understanding of
any subject, and we give them with pleasure, as
it is our desire that people should inquire freely
and be thoroufihly informed. * Definitur a S.
Tho. cum appro. Ecclesice—studiosa voluntas
emendi vel vendendi aliquid spiritnale, vel spirit-
uali annexum, pro temporale.”—*Simony is the
deliberate will of buying or selling anything spir-
itual, or annexed to spiritual, for something tem-
poral;” or, in plainer words, it is exacting, de-
manding, or even taking money or anything tem-
poral for the spiritual given or promised to be
given, such as masses, benedictions, processions,
scapulars, cords, medals, crosses, rosaries, and
other like articles which you can always pur-
chase within the purlieus of the church, even
whilst the mysteries are being enacted within.
Let uot, sir, the priestly pretext and sephistical
distinction be admitted, that it is not the spirit-
wal but the temporal which is purchased; for
when is the temporal in the masses, processions,
benedictions, indulgences, &e., &e.? And what
value is scapulars of any color, in crosses, cords,
medals, &c., &c., but for the imaginary  spiritu-
ality ” of them in the eyes of votaries, which,
therefore, arc plainly sold and purchased? And
this, forsooth, is T%he Church!—the shamefully
simonical Church—the Church of avarice and in-
tolerance—the Church of the gold and silver age,
that claims apostolic connection with that poor,
pure, loveful, powerful Church of Chrigt, of which
Peter gave an indisputable proof when he said to
the man, “lame from his mother’s womb,” *sil-
ver and gold have I none, but such as I have
give I thee: in the name of Jesus Christ of Naz-
areth, rise up and walk.” A miracle and its Ais-
tory very unlike that of Rimini.

Now, if this is a true picture of the Mother,
what must that of ljer offspring be? ‘‘ Like peo-
ple like priest,” says the old adage. Let the
drunkenness and profanity, together with the dis-
regard of truth:—if not the flat and open lie, you
have it masked beneath a trick or a quibble, de-
signed that, in case of detection, a plansible.outlet
might be afforded—Ilet the repeated riots in Ire-
land, and the brigand exploits in the mountain
passes of Spain and Italy, or on the plains of
Mexico, snswer the appeal. Do not all thle
«“popular objections” to the Roman Catholic
Church counstitute debasement of man’s nature,
which is to be found in thosc countries where
she sits enthroned? Nor is the debasement con-
fived to the sterner sex: woman has been made
to come in for her shave of the moral b‘light s.md
decrepitude. A recent writer upon this s?!o.]ect
has eloguently remarked, in his lusto.ry of * Ire-
land’s Miseries,” “ That God has given woman
an influence almost incalculable, and a sp?le}'e to
exert it in all but boundless. By endowing her

according the Doctor’s definition, * to a lower
grade ”—turn them into hares and hounds—* to
deprive of some part; to degrade human pature;
to suppress or take away from human beings
some of their faculties or powers.”

with the softer sensibilities of our nature, he has
made her in herown sphere omnipotent for good.
Her weakness thus becowes her strength, and
her reign one of love; and she toves throu?ﬂh s0-
ciety a centre and a source of influences inesti-

mably valuable in a world like ours, softening its
asperities, refining its grossness, sweetening its
bitterness, and alleviating its woes. And these
she exerts everywherc—as a child in the nursery,
as a sister in the family, as & daughter by her
parents’ side, in the hallowed affections of a wife,
and in the exquisite tenderness of a mother. O,
it were demon wickedness to mar and blight such
mercifal arrangement as this! No wonder the
arch fiend has always aimed to destroy woman
first as the surest meuns of destroying maz; you
see it in the first temptation, in the history of the
flood, and all over the world. Wherever satan
reigns there woman is debased, (our italics).
“‘She is the Mahomedan’s toy, the Hindoo’s cap-
tive, the African’s beast of burden, and the pros-
trate of all. And if you would sec the satanic
skill and iniquity of this, you need only to con-
trast the Christian mother with the heathen, or
the Monicas with the Agrippinas of mankind;
the oue giving the world an Augustine, the other
a Nero, and each the source of a stream of moral
influence, of which the one proved a river of life,
and the other a desolating flood.

. In Popery he has pursued fhe same policy,
but with a profounder subtilty. First, by his
various contrivances for discountenancing mar-
ringe —such as its entire system of nunneries—he
seeks to prostrate the designs of woman’s exist-
ence; to rob mankind of her precious influences,
and reduce Lerself to a social nouentity, buried
alive in gloomy cloisters, with nothing but the
ghost and shadow of womanhood remaining. And
thither that hapless creature is consigned; to
wage, as best she can, perpetual war with all the
feelings and adaptations of her own nature; by
this dark contrivance transformed at ounce from
being the fairest creation of of God, to be a piti-
able anomaly on earth, unable to be angel, yet not
permitted to be a woman, and thus doomed to
virtual suicide.” _

With the above apposite quotation, we con-
clude our remarks upon the word “debase.” It
must be quite evident to every intelligent, think-
ing reader, that the illustrations adduced are con-
vincing and satisfactory. Were it necessary, fur-
ther citation might be readily made from a host
of authors, whose learning and opportunity for
correct observation are unquestioned; because
tlieir testimony is in perfect harmony, and is it-
self corroborated by the universal experience of
travelers. . A.T. C.

Louisville, Feb. 23, 1858.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate,
Inconsistency—Fashion.

QOur Savior says, ““ First cast the beam out of
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast the mote out of thy brothet’s eye”: or, if we
would reprove a brother or sister, by precept, be
sure to reprove them by our own example. Do
right first yourself, and then call upon others to
do likewise. Reproof by precept is not worth
anything, unless we show by our own example
that we keep that precept ourselves. The world
will look at our examples.

But if we are not carcful we shall fill our sheet
and fail to say what we set out to say. The
preachers and Church generally should lift their
voices against the follies of fashion everywlhere,
in high places as well as low places ; because it
is opposed to the spirit of the gospel. The word
of God is plain upon the subject : see Isaiah iii,
1 Tim. ii, 1 Peter iii. ‘

Lvery devoted servant of Christ mast be grieved
{o sce the manner in which not only the world but
Church members expend money for rings, earbells,
ribbons, and artificials, in place of using it for the
more noble puarpose of feeding and clothing the
poor and sending the gospel to the destitute; and
we are ready to say with one of your correspond-
ents, ‘It is enough to make a sensible person
blush to see the ridiculous extremes into which
the abominable phantom, fashion, leads the people
of the present age; to witness the criminal waste
that is made of Gud’s own property, given them
for the benefit of their race, in decking their vain,
perishing bodies in the tinsels and dangling gew-
gaws of the times, while thousands are perishing,
now and for ever, for the want of temporal and
spiritual food.” DBuat we have had *line upon
line, precept upon precept,” and still we see those
professing godliness bowed to the shrine of fash-
ion. What ’s the matter? The whole secret of
the thing lies in this : we fail to do ourselves.
Look at that preacher crying out against * gew-
gaws,” and see his fine watch-fob, or sce his
daughters or wife, and it maybe both, with their
gaudy ribbons and artificials, and often costly
earbells and fingerrings. With all this before the
eyes of the world, they don’t believe that he is in
good earnest, He can’t bLe, or he wounld throw
off the dangling chain himself, and strip his wife
and daughters of their ‘ tinkling ornaments.”

Brethren, let us look at the thing, and be sure
to point the ‘“good old way” by our example.
Let us show to the world that the Lord is our
portion. Let us preach by example as long and
loud as we do by word, and then we shall see a
reformation, and not before,

It is incousistent for us to preach or write
against anything, while we practice it ourselves.
It is inconsistent to say anything against the
fashions of the day and follow them with a will
ourselves, Do you preach and write against jew-
elry and frippery, lay them off yourself, and see
that your family does the same, and then. your
preaching will tell upon the world. O for a re-
vival of “pure and undefiled religion 1”

C. R. Rice.
Tecumseh, K. T., March 16, 1858.

CoxversioNs ANp PEerversions. — A, Berlin
journal states that in the course of the past year
seven hundred Romanists were received as mem-
bers of the Evangelical (or Bstablished . Protes-
tant) Church of Silesia, while during the same
period only cighty Protestants passed from Pro-
testantism to the Romish Church,

In the way of righteousuess is life; and in the
pathway thereof there is no death,

¥ For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
‘ Dancing.

. Afjout this species of amuscment there has
been!s great deal said—some for it and some
against it. Some calling an innocent amusement,
and others a sinful one. Some even suppose it
enbances good manners and true politeness; and
others think that the manners and customs of a
bali room are adapted to the ball roomn and no-
where else. Some think a genteel ball o very in-
nocgpt thing, aud such as young ladies and geu-
tlemn should attend; others think that to make
one very nice it should be moved beyond the
reach and influence of John Alcohol, with which
dancing has been so closely allied in this part of
the pountry. Some think it contrary to Scrip-
turd, and others think it is rather supported by
Scripture. Well, truly, there is no accounting
for the variety of opinions. All have a right to
think for themselves. We all wish to enjoy that
libeply, and should not therefore deprive others
from using the same. If onc be in crror we
should endeavor to persuade not force him into a
different course. We are all liable to err, and
#hewl: think the more of him who endeavors to
set us right,

But, after all, is dancing morally right? I
auswer in the negative. It is either morally
right, or it is not. There is no middle ground to
occupy, for Christ himself emphatically says, “ e
that is not for me is against me.” “He that
gathereth not scattereth abroad.” Then, if the
practice be morally right, all moral persons—
ministers and all—may engage in it with all their
heart. But a majority of the wicked would be
almost shocked at such a spectacle. They can
stand to have a few young converts and lukewarm
professors among them, and even exalt over such
conquests, but to see the whole mass of professors
and preachers mingling together in a ball room
would be too much for one scene. But Paul
says, “ Rejoice evermore, pray without ceasing,
and in every thing give thauks, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
How would those who almi:e dancing feel to see
a minister attending, opening and closing a ball
with prayer? Would they not wish to have the
parson conducted away to other scenes. To
them he would be o nuisance, and his abseuce
more agreeable than his presence.

We should ask God’s blessing upon all we do,
and if we do not feel a freedom to do so we
should not engage in it. The salvation of the
soul is worth more than all the kingdoms of this
world, There is one enchantment about dancing
which allures hundreds and thousands, and that
is the music. They say what harm can there be
in a tune? I awswer none, abstractly considered.
But are not all tunes connected with some kind
of words? and arc not all words signs of ideas?
Does not the mind, in a majority of instances,
hold communion with those ideas, whether good
orbad? What affects the mind of the traly pious
so much on hearing the story of the ross sung? Is
it the music abstractly considered? Or isit the mu-
sic directing the mind to those great theological
truths?  Surely not the former but the latter in a
majority of cases. Music bas a power of enchaut-
ment when well performed. By association it car-
ries the mind in a dancing circle away from God,
and drives genuince religion from the soul. - I have
never yet known of a person, whose soul was
warm with the influences of the Holy Spirit, wili-
ingly go into a ball. There will be a drawing
back in the mind; conscience will warn in pro-
portion to its liberty. Bat in order that it dic-
tate right it must be correctly informed. Paul
persecuted the Charch, and very believed he was
doing God’s service. The Hindoos worship idols
for conscience sake, perhaps.  If we wish to have
our conscience set right, we should read the Scrip-
tures carefully and prayerfully every day. Scarch
them for in them ye may find the way to eter-
nal life.

" But some say, young folks must have amusc-
ment. And the Bible says there is a time for
all things—a time to dance. Now let us exam-
ine the passage referred.  You will find it in Ide-
clesiastes, iii. 1—8. TFrom these eight verses
may be learned two important traths. 1. God

| governs the world by his providence, and has de-

termined certain operations to puarticular times,
and if we do not act accordingly we sin against
his providence and become the authors of our
own distresses. 2. God has given time to man,
the space in which all the operations of nature, of
animals and intellectual beings, are performed;
but while nature is steady in its course, and ani-
mals faithful to their instincts, man devotes it to
a vadiety of purposes, but very frequently to that
for which God uever time, space, or opportunity.
And all we can say, when an evil deell is done, is,
there was a time in which it was done, thongh
God never made -it for that purpose. How can
we view it otherwise, when in the third verse it is
said, “ There is a time to kill? Now it seems
to me that we can as easily prove the legulit} of
killing from this as we can the morallity of danc-
ing from the fourth verse which reads as follows:
“A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time
to morn and a time to dance.”” DBut if there
should be a time in which persons should engage
in dancing, surely it should no: be while the dark
pall of mourning is spread out over us from the
sundering of parental, filial, or fraternal ties.
We should be carcful and not let the dance
crowd too close in the walks of sorrow. When
God in Lis mysterious providence removes a kind
friend, it is or should be a warning to us to make
ready for this final summons. Iow often is it
the case that the loved oues are scarcely gone,
before those whose hearts have been riven by
deatl’s ruthless hand rush into the giddy dance
to drown their sorrow if they have experienced
real sorrow. Poor solace! Better go to Him
who is able to comfort and heal all the wounds,
There is o time to mourn,
¢ When private griefs affcet

The heart, our tears with decent sorrow flow;
Nor less becoming, when the pablic mourns,

To vent the deepest sighs.”

Do not suppose I would have & person always
melancholy—far from it. I believe in cheerful-
fulness for health and happiness.

“When things a smiling aspect bear, our souls

May well exult; ’tis then a time for joy.”

But wheu we are compelled to follow our rela-
tives or friends to the tomb, we should at least
avoid those places which have rather an immoral
tendency. Could our friends come back to carth
and find us engaged in the world’s enticing sceues
8o soon after their leave, they would have some
reason to doubt the sincerity of our tears, Too
quick are they dried up and the cause of them
forgotten, ‘

Aguin: There are those who undertake the
Justify themselves on the grounds of the cowpara-
tive innocence of dancing. * Many persons do a
great deal worse than to dance” That is very
true: but that is no just reason for dancing.
There is too much Pharisaism in that excuse for
the light of the ninetecnth century, At the
judgment bar such excuses will avail nothing.
Men and women may dance after the fashion of
the present day, but I contend they cannot dance
aud scrve Grod successfully at the same time. It
must be immoral in the tendency from the asso-
ciation if nothing else. I would, therefore, ad-
vise all persons who are endearing to serve God,
to kecp away from all balls and plays of every
kind. Turn your back upon them! Go not near
them! nter not into temptation! Turn your
face toward mount Zion! Glory in nothing save
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ!

J. M. Haroy,

For the St. Louis Christian Advocate.
Studio.

Mr. Eorror: The unkindly insinuations and
learned criticisms which we have recently and
publicly rcceived demand a response. Silence
on our part would be tantumount to. giving
up the question. This we are unwilling to do
until snfficient cvidence is produced for our con-
viction of error. The evidence is yet wanting.
Mcre assertion is not proof—it will not be taken
as such in this case. “Expccted at the time
hoth would sooner or later get rapped, aud so
they have.” I perceive we have been rapped at;
but, sir, they are miss-licks without cxception.
That the woikshop of a sculptor, or of a painter,
is a sudio, is conceded. Does it follow that noth-
ing clse is a studio? that, because these are so
denominated, no other building or room shall he
called by this name? Strange logic, but preached
recently nevertheless.

We maintain that a preacher’s library room is
also a studio—it is his workshop. Proof: Every
preacher is both a sculptor and painter. His
work is in stoue—the stony hearts of men. Upon
these, through the medium of the mind, he uses
the chisels of instrumentality, until through the
efficiency of Divine grace, attending his labors,
these hearts arc renewed—changed from the
“image of the earthly to the image of the hea-
venly.” And while he paints the glorics of hea-
ven in contrast with the terrors of hcll, from his
trembling, spell-bound audience go up alike in
praise to God the mingled cries of the convicted
and the shouts of the converted. Then, in a
primary aund pre-emiaent sense, the library room
of a preacher is a studio. Here are bis chisels,
brushes, mallets, &e. If, thercfore, a picce of
work is sent out from one of these shops, let it be
directed from that place and not another. And
let it be called by its right name, studio. But
allowing that this is not the primary use of the
word, custom has sanctioned its use in this sense,
especially in couversation. With this evidcuce
before the public, of the correctness of the use
we have made of the word studio, we ask, Where
is the ‘‘ offensive mistake” which is supposed to
have seen the light throngh the colimns of the
Advocate? And those *little imperfections”
that you, Mr. Editor, would have another ¢ deal
kindly with,” for yonr suke (not ours), where are
they?  Let those in high places take care how they
make sport of an old divine, or attack a *clerical
pedant,” falsely so called. S. W. Corx.

Studio, Iuyette, Mo., March 1858.

For the St. Loais Christian Advocate.

Mr. Enrror : As the subjeet of class mecting
has been of late introduced into the columas of
our paper by our worthy brother aund fellow-la-
horer of the Glasgow station, whose article has
been respectfully but plainly objected to by two
sensible writers in your last issuve, you will please
allow me also to ‘“show my opinion.” I am glad
that Bro. Berryman loves class meetings, and
that his estimate of their value to the Church is
not at all abated after a trial of thirty-five years:
have I any doubt of Brother Berryman’s attach-
ment to all that is strictly Methodistic-—ready to
make any personal sacrifice for its promotion; but
the best of men, though actuated by the purest
motives and purposes, may err, so far as regards
means and the adaptation of means to the end
proposed. I object to the article in question be-
caunse it proposes a serious chunge in one of the
long established and well tried rules of Method-
ism from the beginuing—a rule which has been
tested uvot only thirty-five but for more than onc
hundred and five years, and approved in its pres-
ent form by our principal and best ministers on
both sides of the water, together with a great
cloud of witnesses, in whose number are included
the rich and poor, the refined and the valgar, all
agreeing in favor of this rule, as they have fonnd
it beneficial from their own personal experience.
We do not object merely because the rule is an-
cient, but because of its utility, so loug and so
extensively demonstrated.  To make thiz material
change would be to give up a well tried rule, long
bonored of God, honored by thonsands of holy,
devoted, and extensively useful ministers, and by
thonsands of the best members of the Chureh,
for a new experiment. I confess that I fear I
cannot go for the change. With all due respect
for Bro. Berryman, I verily believe the effect of
his proposition wounld be to give this distinguish-
ing feature of Methodism the go-bye. My judg-
ment would be to let well enough alone, and let
us go to work (as Bro. B. says) to mend the ad-
ministration of this and other excellent rules of
our code. Let bishops, presiding elders, preach-
ers in charge aud helpers, all speak the same lun-
guage; let all give their unqualified support to
the rule as it is. Let them enforce it mildly bat
firmly, in accordance with their ordination vows,
and very soon it will be demonstrated that it is
not the law but the administration of it that
needs to he changed.

If you and your numerous readers will Lear
with me, I would like to express my views fur-
ther on this important subject. More anoun.

Yours truly, A. MoxNRoE.

Clarksville, Murch 24, 1858,

Sanctified disappointments lead to amendment:
we inquire what is God’s will, and are ready to

do it,

Bears and Bear-Hunting,

From pages 113-115 of Atkinson’s Oriental

and Western Siberia we give the following ex-
tract ; '

Not far from this summit, in one of the valleys
of the Tuganai, a singular incident happesed to
an old woman. Her cow had strayed, and was
no where to be found in her usual pastares. ‘This
gave the good dame cousiderable anxiety. At
last she determined to search for her in the higher
valleys. Leaving her cottage early one morning,
she rambled on for several hours, and at length
found herself far up on the Taganai without com-
Ing upon any traces of the fugitive. This was
very disheartening; still she would not give up
the search. The valley she had entered upon
wag thickly wooded with pines in man parts; in
others there were fine open glades, and clumps of
bushes and shrubs, and among these she wended
her way from one little plot of grass to another.
At last she spied the well-known dark brown
hide through some bushes. The old woman
thought of the many hours she bad been search-
ing for the truant, and, stealing softly on, deter-
mined to give her sufficient chastisement. When
within reach of her birchen staff, the blows fell
fast. Up sprang the animal and turned sharp
round, when, to the dame's horror, she saw s
large brown bear. The two stood staring at
each other, apparently with equal astonishment
and apprehension, when Bruin, seized with a sad-
den panic, turoed tail and bolted.

Near the scene of this heroine's adventure, two
children, one four and the other six years old,
rambled away from their friends, who ‘were hay-
making. They had gone from ooe thicket to an-
other gathering fruit, laughing and enjoying the
fun. At last they came near a bear lying on the
grass, and without the slightest apprehension went
up to him. He looked at them steadily without
moving; at length they began playing with him,
and mounted lis back, which he submitted to
with perfect good humor. In short, both secmed
inclived to be pleased with each other; indeed,
the children were delighted with their new play-
fellow. The parents, missing the truants, becamo
ularmed, and followed on their track. They
were not long in searching out the spot, when, to
their disiay, they beheld one child sitting on the
bear’s buck, and the other feeding him with fruit.
Tiey called quickly, when the youngsters ran to
their friends, and Bruain, apparently not liking the
interruption, went away into the forest.

I shall frequently have occasion to speak of
Cossack and Kalmuck hunters, also of the daring
of the Siberian peasant in his combats with the
bear, but shall now introduce to my readers one
of my acquaintauce of the softer sex, who was
not surpassed in courage and daring by either
Kalmuck or Cossack. In one of my rambles
after leaving Pavdiuska, which led me to the east
of Verkotariz and as far as theriver Tavda, I came
upon g party of peasants in the forest cutting
wood, and umong them were several women. 1t
was here that I first made the acquaintance of
Anna Petrovnaia, the bear-bunter. Her fame
has spread far from the scenes of her conflicts
with Brain, who has uot in tic wide range of
Siberia o more iutrepid or dangerous enemy. At
this time she was about thirty-two years of age,
neither tall nor stout, but her step was firm, and
she was strong and active. Her countenance
was solt and pleasing; indeed, there was nothing
in her appearance that indicated her extraordi-
vary intrepidity. It is true she came of a good
stock, her father and brothers being famous
bunters. I was informed that very early in life
she had displayed a love for the chase; and hav-
ing Leen taught how to use the rifle, many wolves
and other animals had fallen by her hand. Each
time that bear-sking were brought home by the
different members of her family, her desire in-
creased to add one to her other spoils. Without
breathing o word to any onc, and with this ohject
in view, she set out on a sporting ramble, the
conversations of her family having affurded suffi-
cient intimation of the course she ought to take.

One day a large black benr had been seen by
one of her brothers when ranging through the
forest with his pea-rifle in quest of smaller game,
This was spoken of in her presence, and the plan
of a campaign arranged, to be carried into effect
in a day or two. 'The next morning, long before
any member of the household bad left their beds,
she had put on her hunting-gear, saddled a horse,
slung her rifle over her shoulder, and rode away.
Anna was o erratic in her movements that her
absence caused no uucasiness, and before day
dawned she was many versts from the cottage.
Early in the morning she reached the forest and
secured her horse, so that he might feed while
she penetrated the thick avd tangled wood before
her.

'There wasa licavy dew on the grassin the open
glades, and she observed that Bruin was taking
his morning ramble, his track being quite fresh,
Looking to the priming of her rifle, aud adding
powder from her flask, she went on with a firm
step. The bear had made many turnings on his
march, but she followed him with all the sagacity
of a blood-hound, and never once lost his trail.
Hour after hour pasced, however, and she bad
not caught a glimpse of him. As it threatened
to be a long chase, Anua had recourse to her
little bag, sat down by a swmall stream and made
her breakfast on a piece of rye bread, washed
down with a draught from the pure liquid flowiag
at her feet. Having ended her frugal meal, she
shouldered her rifle and again pushed on. She
had aunother long and fruitless walk. Satisfied,
however, that she was on his track, she pursued
it till she arrived at o bed of high plauts, that
included the giant fennel, of the lowers of which
the bearsare very foud, While proceeding slong
the edge of this bed, a fresh indication, well
known to hunters, assured her that the long
sought for gume was at hand. As she was
creeping cautiounsly forward, out rushed the: bear,
with a loud growl, abont twenty yards in front,
Quickly she threw forward the prongs of her rifle,
dropped on one knee and got a good sight, the
animal staring at her almost motionless. . She
now touched the trigger, there followed a flash, a
savage growl succeeded, then a struggle for a
minate or two, and her wish was accomplished—
the bear lay dead.

After taking off his skin, she started in search
of her horse, which she found at no great distance,
for she had been brought nearly to the spot where
she commenced the chase. She was shortly on
her way home, and astonished her family on her
entrance to the cottage, by throwing the skin on
the floor. Since this time Anna Petrovnaia has
engaged with and killed sixteen bears.

Among the rare and carious books and manu-
seripts recently sold by auction in London, was
a copy of “Cicero de Senectute et Amicitia,”
printed by William Caxton, in 1481, which pro-
duced the cnormous price of $1,325. The Lon- -
don papers report that this was ‘“a remarkable
fine copy of a most rare volume.”

“ Dick, how is it you are always possessor of
such a store of fan?  Where do you get it?” “I
manufacture it. I can make it out of unothing.
For instance I could make fun of you, but far

friendship’s sake.”




